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HONORING BELVA DAVIS 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 8, 2004 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor 
the legendary career and historic achieve-
ments of distinguished journalist Belva Davis. 
On October 12, 2004, Belva will be honored 
by the International Women’s Media Founda-
tion in Washington, D.C., where she will re-
ceive the Lifetime Achievement Award at the 
Foundation’s 2004 Courage in Journalism 
Awards. 

Belva began her career in journalism as a 
freelance writer for Jet Magazine in the 1950s. 
She soon began working as a reporter for var-
ious African-American owned newspapers 
such as the Bay Area Independent and the 
San Francisco Sun-Reporter, where she 
worked as the women’s editor. After moving 
on to broadcasting jobs at Bay Area radio sta-
tions such as KSAN and KDIA, her major ca-
reer breakthrough took place in 1966, when 
she was hired as a news anchor for KPIX in 
San Francisco. This was an historic achieve-
ment not only because she was the first fe-
male African-American television reporter on 
the West Coast, but also because in that ca-
pacity, she hosted and helped to create All 
Together Now, one of the country’s first 
primetime public affairs programs to focus on 
ethnic communities. She later moved on to 
work in public television for KQED, where she 
stayed from 1977 until 1981, during which 
time she hosted A Closer Look and Evening 
Edition. Belva then took a job with KRON, 
where she worked as an anchor and urban af-
fairs specialist until becoming a KRON special 
projects reporter in 1999. 

Throughout the three decades Belva has 
spent covering politics and community affairs 
in the Bay Area, she has received numerous 
awards for her outstanding contributions to the 
field of journalism. In addition to winning six 
regional Emmy Awards, she has received two 
honorary doctoral degrees, as well the North-
ern California Chapter of the National Acad-
emy of Television Arts and Sciences’ highest 
lifetime achievement award, the Governor’s 
Award, in 1996. Belva has also received life-
time achievement awards from the National 
Association of Black Journalists and the 
Peralta Community College District, as well as 
the Golden Gadfly Award from the Media Alli-
ance. In addition, her documentary, ‘‘Yankee 
Come Back,’’ won a prestigious National Tele-
vision Award, and she is currently one of only 
500 journalists to be profiled in the national 
NEWSEUM. Furthermore, Belva is widely rec-
ognized not only as a labor activist and sup-
porter of African-American culture and history, 
but has also played a pivotal role as a jour-
nalist in communicating information regarding 
Cuba’s culture, politics, and relationship with 
the United States to the American public. 

On this very special occasion, I would like to 
commend Belva’s exceptional achievements 
not only in the field of journalism, but also for 
her tireless work as an advocate for social jus-
tice and public awareness regarding issues 
that, before her time, had long been ignored 
by most media outlets. Throughout her career, 
Belva has repeatedly demonstrated her un-
wavering commitment to the people of the Bay 
Area and the issues that are most important to 

them. On behalf of the Ninth Congressional 
District, I salute and congratulate her not only 
for her courage as a journalist, but also for the 
invaluable contribution she has made to the 
Bay Area, the State of California, our entire 
country, and the world. 
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HONORING JENNIE CHIN HANSEN 

HON. NANCY PELOSI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 8, 2004 

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, it gives me great 
pride to salute Jennie Chin Hansen for her vi-
sion, leadership, and extraordinary service to 
San Francisco’s seniors as she prepares to 
step down as Executive Director of On Lok 
Senior Health Services. She has had a mag-
nificent career and will continue to make in-
valuable contributions to our City and our na-
tion. 

Jennie joined On Lok Senior Health Serv-
ices as a research assistant in 1980. At that 
time, On Lok was a modest initiative in San 
Francisco’s Chinatown that offered a day 
health program to 100 homebound seniors. 
Under her leadership, On Lok was trans-
formed into a national model for an alternative 
to nursing homes for the growing population of 
frail and elderly Americans. On Lok has dem-
onstrated how vital it is for the elderly to con-
tinue living independently in their homes, near 
their friends and families, and in their commu-
nities for as long as possible. 

Jennie transformed On Lok into a non-profit 
family of organizations. On Lok now provides 
a spectrum of services including comprehen-
sive medical care, prescription drug assist-
ance, bilingual case management, home- 
cooked meals, and opportunities to socialize. 
On Lok provides transportation to seven 
neighborhood centers in San Francisco. In its 
25 years, 20,000 seniors have benefited from 
their programs. Three million meals have been 
prepared and served. A quarter million classes 
on subjects including aerobics, dance, paint-
ing, and citizenship as well as group outings 
have met the physical and social needs of the 
elderly. 

Jennie Chin Hansen led the effort to de-
velop a national initiative called PACE, Pro-
gram for All-inclusive Care for the Elderly, for 
which On Lok served as the prototype. In 
1997, President Bill Clinton signed legislation 
making Medicare and Medicaid money avail-
able for PACE Programs. They are now oper-
ating in 30 states nationwide. 

A visionary and a fierce advocate, Jennie 
has greatly influenced how our nation has 
come to regard care for the elderly. She has 
shown us the richness of caring for our sen-
iors. 

We wish her well as she continues her work 
educating nurses at San Francisco State Uni-
versity, Canada College, and the UCSF Cen-
ter for the Health Professions. The nursing 
field with its acute shortages is blessed to now 
have her focus, her talent, and her wisdom. 
Her magic will accompany her wherever she 
goes. 

RECOGNIZING THE 65TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE HISPANIC DIVI-
SION OF THE LIBRARY OF CON-
GRESS 

HON. JOSÉ E. SERRANO 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, October 8, 2004 

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Speaker, October 12, 
2004, marks the 65th anniversary of the His-
panic Division of the Library of Congress. 
Since 1939, the Hispanic Division has been 
systematically collecting and acquiring Luso- 
Hispanic materials. Today, with more than 11 
million items, it has one of the most extensive 
collections in the world on the history and cul-
ture of Latin America, Iberia, and the Carib-
bean. 

Specialists in the Hispanic Reading Room 
help patrons from all over the United States, 
and indeed the world, find books and other 
materials from the Library’s collections. The 
website (www.loc.gov/rr/hispanic/) for the His-
panic Reading Room is tri-lingual, in English, 
Spanish, and Portuguese. This website is a 
wonderful resource for young students seeking 
to learn more about Hispanic culture, providing 
everything from manuscripts to films. 

The Hispanic Division also compiles a num-
ber of widely used books and reference tools. 
The pioneering work, Hispanic Americans in 
Congress, 1822–1995, chronicles the distin-
guished personal histories of Hispanic mem-
bers of Congress through the years. I am 
proud to have contributed to the book’s com-
pilation and publishing as the Chairman of the 
Congressional Hispanic Caucus during the 
103rd Congress. 

The Hispanic Division has also taken a 
huge step towards cataloguing academic lit-
erature dealing with Latin American issues 
through the annual, annotated bibliography en-
titled the Handbook of Latin American Studies, 
published by the University of Texas Press. All 
volumes of this publication are available online 
at Hispanic Reading Room website, and they 
receive more than 100,000 hits per month. In 
addition, the Division has been recording our 
great works of Hispanic literature for the Ar-
chive of Hispanic Literature on Tape. More 
than 670 Latin American and Hispanic authors 
have been recorded so far, including Luis 
Rafael Sánchez, Rosario Ferré, René 
Marqués, Ana Castillo, and Rudolfo Anaya. 

Numerous other projects also chronicle the 
history of Hispanics in America. A project initi-
ated by Dr. James Billington, the Librarian of 
Congress, illustrates the presence of Spain in 
North America from the 1500s to 1821. This 
project, ‘‘The United States, Spain and the 
American Frontier: Historias Paralelas’’ is de-
signed specifically for school children, college 
age students and scholars to help them better 
navigate the Hispanic Division’s rare books, 
manuscripts and maps. 

Mr. Speaker, the Hispanic Division of the Li-
brary of Congress is a wonderful resource that 
answers Hispanic-Americans’ questions about 
their personal histories and helps them find in-
formation about current issues facing His-
panic-Americans today. For students and aca-
demics, the Hispanic Division provides valu-
able insight into the creativity and values of 
Hispanics in Latin America, Iberia, and the 
Caribbean. The Hispanic Division serves as a 
bridge from the past to the present, helping 
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